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Since the pause in hostilities in Gaza took effect, the humanitarian situation in the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, has deteriorated significantly. A number of new checkpoints were
set up, at least 20 new iron gates were reportedly installed at entrances of towns, and
movement restrictions intensified all over the West Bank, cutting villages from cities,
impeding access to services.! On 21 January, the Israeli forces launched a major military
operation in Jenin, which included airstrikes alongside ground force operations. The
operation was extended to Tulkarem on 27 January and to Tammun and El Far'a refugee
camp.? Using tactics reminiscent of the atrocities witnessed in Gaza such as sieges,

airstrikes, and movement restrictions, the operation has led to a level of violence, destruction
and mass displacement in the West Bank not seen since the Second Intifada. The average
number of Palestinians killed in the West Bank during the two weeks following the pause in
hostilities in Gaza tripled, compared to the same period immediately prior.? More than 40,000
people have been forcibly displaced from Jenin, Tulkarem, Nur Shams, and El Far'a refugee
camps, with many communities besieged, or cut off from essential services, worsening food
insecurity and making life increasingly untenable.*




Legal
Obligations

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), in its 18 September 2024 resolution,
addressed the International Court of Justice's (ICJ) Advisory Opinion'® that
concluded Israel's continued presence in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) is
unlawful and that the Government of Israel must bring its occupation to an end.
The resolution states that third States also have an obligation not to recognize as
legal the unlawful presence of Israel in occupied territory, nor to render aid or
assistance in maintaining the situation.

In the meantime, Israel as the occupying power is bound by international human
rights law, which is applicable to the use of force during law enforcement. This
means that the West Bank is not a zone of active hostilities to which international
humanitarian law rules on the conduct of hostilities apply. The use of tactics such as
airstrikes and targeting individuals not posing any imminent threat, is an example
of Israel’s use of unlawful, unnecessary and disproportionate force in the West Bank
in violation of international human rights law.1¢

of surveyed humanitarian organizations reported increased difficulties in
delivering aid since the pause in hostilities in Gaza.



MOVEMENT
RESTRICTIONS

of surveyed
organizations
reported that
roadblocks,
permit denials,
and checkpoint
delays hinder
operations.

MODIFICATIONS &
CANCELLATIONS

83%

of surveyed
organizations
had to modify or
cancel
humanitarian
activities due to
security risks.

THREATS TO
COMMUNITIES
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DEMOLITIONS
AS ATOOL OF
DISPLACEMENT

of surveyed
organizations
reported
intensified
demolitions of
homes, schools,
and essential
infrastructure.

Israeli forces and
settlers escalate
pressure on
Palestinian
communities.

Legal and New Israeli legislation that impacts INGOs, bans on UNRWA, and increased permit

bureaucratic den.ials for ai<?l Yvorkers are a.d.ministrative measures th:?]t prevgnt aid f.rom reaching

. at-risk Palestinian communities. Attacks on UNRWA in particular will lead to the

barriers dismantling of structures that uphold Palestinian refugee status and rights under
international law.

Humanitarian aid in the West Bank is being undermined through a combination of airstrikes,
restrictive movement policies, escalating security threats, targeted demolitions, and expanding legal
and bureaucratic constraints. Unpredictable checkpoint closures, permit denials, and roadblocks
have also severely disrupted aid delivery, while military raids on humanitarian facilities, including
offices, warehouses and field sites, have heightened risks for humanitarian staff, particularly
Palestinians. Settler violence is escalating, with aid workers facing physical attacks, harassment,
roadblocks, and detentions, while humanitarian convoys are obstructed, infrastructure is vandalized,
and entire communities are forcibly displaced.'” Often occurring with Israeli military protection and
legal impunity, this violence limits aid access, deters fieldwork, and undermines humanitarian
operations. At the same time, demolitions of homes, schools, and infrastructure continue to displace
communities and further obstruct relief efforts. These physical barriers are reinforced by new Israeli
legal measures, the ban on UNRWA, and increased restrictions on international NGOs, further
limiting humanitarian access and deepening the crisis. This violence is not only restricting aid
access but also risks forcible transfer and de facto annexation, systematically eroding Palestinian
presence in the West Bank.



Severe and unpredictable movement restrictions hinder humanitarian
operations

“Since the ceasefire, my mornings begin at 6 a.m. with a difficult decision: which
activities can proceed, and which must be postponed for safety reasons? | have
only minutes to assess which checkpoints are open, where military operations or
settler demonstrations might be happening.”

“I thought we were
going to die. | have
nightmares every
night. | often break
down in tears just
thinking about it.”

“Suddenly, one
soldier fired multiple
shots into the air,
then aimed his gun
directly at us.”

The humanitarian organizations surveyed identified increased restrictions on movement, including
more frequent road closures, new checkpoints and roadblocks, and increased checks and controls
specifically on Palestinian staff, as impeding their ability to access communities to deliver aid and
services. Incidents of staff being stranded in the communities they were working in due to sudden
gate closures were also reported.

MOST REPORTED ACCESS RESTRICTIONS IN THE SURVEY

More frequent and predictable road closures

Increased security checks and controls specifically for
Pefostinan saf

Aid convoys being turned back or delayed at
el

Survey respondents reported that following the pause in hostilities in Gaza, the road closures,
checkpoints, roadblocks and increased checks and controls have resulted in deteriorating working
conditions for humanitarian workers, especially Palestinian staff, operating in the West Bank. This is
due to, among other things:
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“A week ago, a female colleague and |
approached a checkpoint. Two
soldiers signaled us, and we thought
we had been cleared to pass. We
followed protocol, driving forward
slowly.”

“Suddenly, one soldier fired multiple
shots into the air, then aimed his gun
directly at us.”

“At that moment, | thought we were
going to die. | have nightmares every
night. | often break down in tears just
thinking about it.”




Targeting of
medics and
medical
assistance

Attacks on humanitarian operations and infrastructure




Demolitions and the weaponization of bureaucracy

Since 19 January, when the pause in hostilities in Gaza came into
effect, until today, there were:

163

demolished affected?4
structures

1 of them were
donor-funded

Settler threats to humanitarian infrastructure and personnel

12 organizations reported that their 8 organizations reported that their 3 organizations reported that their
staff were targeted by settlers while staft were targeted by settlers at offices or warehouses were affected
carrying out humanitarian activities. home or while commuting to and by settler violence.

from work.
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The 1995 Oslo Il Accord established the administrative division of the Palestinian West Bank into areas A, B, and C as a transitional
arrangement, pending a final status agreement. Oslo Il intended for the divisions to be temporary, with full jurisdiction of all three
areas gradually transferred to the Palestinian Authority over time. Instead, the divisions persist, with Area A administered by the
Palestinian Authority, Area C by Israel, and Area B under joint control.
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https://www.yesh-din.org/en/about-the-database/

In June 2024, Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich transferred administrative control of Area C from the military to civilian
settler-aligned authorities, effectively annexing Palestinian land. In a significant escalation in December 2024, the Israeli Knesset
unilaterally legislated its control over key Area B lands, where civil powers had been delegated to PA under the Oslo Accords - Wye
River Agreement, reflecting the foreseeable consequence of impunity afforded to illegal settlements and IHL violations in Area C.
The Knesset is now set to vote on a bill that will facilitate Israeli settlers’ land purchases in the West Bank. This legislation, which
would repeal Jordanian land laws in place before the occupation, and asserts Israeli sovereignty over occupied territory, which the
ICJ Advisory Opinion has concluded is unlawful, and will enable mass land transfers to settlers, deepen discrimination. See the ICJ
advisory Opinion: https://www.icj-cij.org/node/204176

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-01-13/ty-article-magazine/.premium/the-west-should-know-whats-going-on-is-
israel-waging-war-on-ngos-aiding-palestinians/00000194-5f82-d4d0-alf4-ffef65ae0000

https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-842776ovember 2024)
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